Access Order Evidence Checklist 
(Trustee Preparation Tool — Access Disputes) 
Trust & Land Details 
Trust Name: 
Māori Land Block Name(s): 
Access Issue Relates To Site / Area: 
Date Checklist Completed: 
Purpose of This Checklist 
This checklist helps trustees confirm that: 
· access issues have been approached reasonably, 
· engagement has been attempted in good faith, 
· evidence is ready if Court involvement becomes necessary. 
This checklist is not an application. 
 It is a readiness and protection tool. 
1. Existing Legal Access Check 
☐ Title searched for existing easements 
 ☐ Māori Land Court records checked 
 ☐ Previous access orders reviewed 
 ☐ Historic access rights identified (if any) 
Summary of findings: 
If legal access already exists, neighbour refusal does not override it. 
2. Nature of the Access Issue 
☐ Land is landlocked 
 ☐ Existing access is informal only 
 ☐ Neighbour has withdrawn permission 
 ☐ Access needed for residential use 
 ☐ Access needed for services / infrastructure 
Brief description of the issue: 
3. Engagement With Neighbour(s) 
The following reasonable steps have been taken: 
☐ Initial kōrero attempted 
 ☐ Written request made 
 ☐ Proposed access route explained 
 ☐ Impacts on neighbour considered 
 ☐ Alternatives discussed 
Dates and outcomes of engagement: 
Engagement was: 
 ☐ Cooperative 
 ☐ Limited 
 ☐ Refused 
4. Proposed Access Route 
☐ Route identified and mapped 
☐ Width and purpose defined 
☐ Access minimises impact on neighbour 
☐ Route is practical and safe 
Description of proposed route: 
☐ Sketch or plan attached 
5. Impact & Fairness Considerations 
Trustees have considered: 
☐ impact on neighbour land use 
☐ fencing / gates if required 
☐ maintenance responsibilities 
☐ safety and privacy 
☐ compensation or cost-sharing (if appropriate) 
Notes: 
6. Access Necessity Test 
Trustees confirm that: 
☐ access is reasonably necessary 
☐ land cannot be used without legal access 
☐ refusal would effectively lock the whenua 
This aligns with how the Māori Land Court assesses access applications. 
7. Decision Point 
Based on the above, trustees determine to: 
☐ continue engagement 
☐ refine the access route 
☐ pause related decisions 
☐ proceed toward applying for an access order 
8. Trustee Confirmation 
This checklist reflects reasonable, good-faith preparation. 
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Governance Note 
This checklist should be: 
· kept with trust records, 
· attached to any future Court application, 
· relied on to demonstrate fairness and proportionality. 
 

